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Chorale Members get ready to run through one of their numbers
for the Christmas cconcert this Friday.
-submitted by Kate Reinsma
On November II,five students
left Dordt's campus for a trip that
noone knew what to expect.
Marcel Busz, Tiffany Boyett,
Stacy Meyer, Kate Reinsma, and
Jeff Taylor were selected to partie-
ipate in an agricultural missions
conference held in Fort Meyers,
Florida. It was hosted by ECHO,
a Christian organization that seeks
to use science and technology to
help the poor. The organization
supplies ideas, information and
training as well as growing seeds
on their farm to help those working
in agriculture and development
overseas.
The conference began Tuesday,
November 12 and ended Friday,
November 15. Two hundred dele-
gates consisting of scientists, farm-
ers, development workers, mis-
sionaries, and students came from
all over the globe to network and
'share solutions to the problem of
world hunger. The days were full
of information as so many had
experiences to share and stories to
tell.
In the morning and evening,
delegates had an opportunity to
speak on such topics as growing
warm weather mushrooms in the
tropics or personal experiences
with research in such countries as
Ethiopia. The afternoons were
spent at the ECHO farm where par-
ticipates could get a first-hand look
at tackling such issues as sanitation
and growing specific types of
seeds.
Busz found the experience
A variety of choral music from tbwughout
history and around the world will be performed hy
the Concert Choir at their tour COl1lOeJ1S in January,
2003.
Handel's Coronation Anlllem No. '1, "Zadok
the Priest" will be followed by more contemporary
works with royal associations: William Mathias' "Let
the people praise thee, 0 God," written for Ille mar-
riage of Prince Charles and Diana Spencer, and John
'Iavener's haunting "SQngfor Athene;"which WaS
used in Princess Diana'sfuneral, "HQriztJJ1s,;~\Vritten
by the South African composer Peter Louis VallDijk
for the King's Singers, begins a set of music from
around tbe world. The playful Bulgarian "Ergen
Deda" follows, as well as a vocal setting of an
Argentine tango, Buenos Aires Hora Cero.
The second half of the concert contains
music for the Christmas season, including Frana
Biebl's beautiful "Ave Maria"; two anthems by the
201ll-century British composer Peter Warlock,
"Bethlehem Down" and "Benedicamus Domino" and
Paul Manz's "Ee'n So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come."
Arrangements of favorite hymns will also be fea-
tured, including .settings of "Children of the
Heavenly Patbex," "Softl.y ami Tenderly" ami "Come,
Thou Pounx of Every Blessing."
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Choirs prepare for 'Christmas
Rachelle Vander Werft' Chorus, lead by Pam DeHaan, will
.also make an appearance. Komelis
says, "This is the first public con-
cert of the new Women's Chorus,
and I am very excited about the
great start the ensemble has made. u
A number of interesting
pieces will be included in the con-
c~ on Friday. Franz Biebl's Ave
Maria is being performed by
Concert Choir. Ave Maria is an
exceptional work written for an 8-
part choir. Also performed by
Concert Choir will be Richard
Staff Writer
Dr. Benjamin Kornelis is
pleased to inform the public of the·
Choral Christmas Concert on
Friday, December 13. The concert
will commence at 7:30p.m. in the
B.J. Haan Auditorium. A free-will
offering will be taken.
Kornelis will be directing
the Kantorei, Chorale and Concert
Choir in this concert and, in addi-
tion to these, the all-new women's
Marlow's Advent Responsory. In
this piece, soloists and small
groups will be placed in different
places throughout the auditorium.
Kantorei will be singing a work in
the ancient Peruvian language of
Quechuan, as well as a rhythmic
Spanish dance celebrating the wise
men.
Soloists from Chorale
include Brenda Janssen, Michelle
Kats, Dan De Boer, and Jonathan
Engbers; Concert Choir soloists are
Liz McPherson and Kara Bentz.
Dordt awarded $2 million
taught him to think outside thebox.
"Don't try to make complicated
solutions to simple problems. For
example, water pumps can be made
out of PVC pumps and marbles."
The ECHO farm is unusual, Jeff
Taylor discoveredbecause it com-
bines urban and natural settings .
. In the m lid! 0 • 1lIi~"l!i~"ll""."'''~~~"!''''-''-'''''~''~~~~~!!IiJ~~~!i!!~!!~-''''![ii''''''''''''''';o;ojmulti-acre farm strives to solve The Endowment invited what err gl sand skills are and
bl f hunser ! colleges to reflect on "vocation" how these may be used. meaning-pro ems 0 hunger m a country
full of over-abundance. One thing and on their particular strengths, fully, where to find information
history and mission in designing and counsel, and the significance
that all five students agreed they 1 I I of this decision for the rest of their
gained from the conference was their proposals so that the pro-
you do not need agricultural educa- grams would "fit" each institution lives.
ll D dt' 1 II d J' The final transition istion to make a difference for other we. or t s proposa ca e lor a
"Programs in Christian Vocation" from college to life after college.people. It is more important to
project, the cornerstone of which Students struggle during this timehave a heart full of compassion J
. fi t t . that will with starting a career, relocating,willing to follow God's leading in ISa Irs - erm serrunar I
. t f t ti t d t in de el prioritizing, finding a churchimproving the lifestyle of millions assis Irs - nne s u en s I v-
oping greater clarity about the home and possibly settling intoof people.
relationship between their faith marriage. This grant from Lilly
and their vocational choices, and Endowment Inc. will enhance
what it means to be "called" to Dordt's capacity to help our stu-
lives of service. Students will dents make these transitions-given
develop a faculty-student mentor- that their college experience pro-
ing relationship that focuses on vides much of the context for their
the relationship between their faith decisions regarding vocation.
and the vocations for which they The Diamond will cover
are training. grant initiatives that affect stu-
According to Dr. John dents directly as they become
available.
Leslie Larson
Staff Writer
Dordt College had one
extra reason to give thanks at the
end of November, with the
announcement that the college
will be the recipient of a $2 mil-
lion grant from Lilly Endowment
Inc.-an Indianapolis-based private
foundation that supports its
founders' wishes by supporting the
causes of religion. community
.an High School
e Christian School
'xi$ti~n.A,Cademy
concert, thedral, Omaha, NE
Thursday,January 9,
·7:30 pm concert, Ro
Church, Overland Pax
Fritlay,JanuaryiO,
• afternoon assembly, Westminster Christian School,
St. Louis, MO
- 7:30 pm concert, Trinity CRC, Maryland Heights,
MO
SaJurday,January 11, 2(J()3:
- free time in St. , travel to Cedar Rapids
Sunday, Janua 003:
• AM worship s Peace CRC, Cedar Rapids, IA
- PM worship servicelc<>ocert, Crossroads CRC, Des
IA
Kok, the interim project director,
the grant will help Dordt address
three significant transitions that
occur in college students' lives.
The first is the move from home
to college, when students struggle
with identity, the role of others in
their lives, and time management-
a time during which students take
responsibility for and ownership
of their own faith commitments.
The second is choice of
- travel to Siou1t Center
Fritlay,J-.-y 17, Zoo1:
- 7:30 pm !rome coucert,lIJRAuditorium, Dnrdt
College •
The Concert Band Christmas Concert, held December 6,
2002, played a variety of pieces with a variety of styles--
including "A Russian Christmas Carol" by Alfred Reed and
"Court Festival," a Rennaisance piece by W. Latham. Small
ensembles from the band also contributed to the evening.
Agricultural missions conference seeks
solutions for important issues
DIAMOND • NEWS
consist of hand-carved roast beef,
Monte Cristo chicken, potato
casserole, lettuce salad with rasp-
berry vinaigrette dressing, Prince
Edward vegetables, fresh fruit,
rolls and apple crisp servedfor
dessert. A dance will follow the
meal.
SAC is currently prepar-
ing for TX, the annual talent show.
"TX is coming up in February. so
anyone thinking about being an
emcee or auditioning should start
p~,g over Christmas break,"
says ec Schuler: - 1T
SAC. "Also, any ideas anyone has
for new events can be sent to
sac@dordt.edu."
December 7, 2002
DOn Stenberg
Staff Writer
A vigorous debate took
place at the Humble Bean at
3:30pm ou December 4th. The
question under discussion: Should
we go to war on Iraq? Dr.
.Krygsman, Dr. Warner and Dr.
Henderson were all invited to
speak.
Rachael Eggebeen, the
moderator, opened with a discus-
sion of Just War theory. She
explained that war would be wrong
under five circumstances: if we do
not have the right motives.fa just
cause, the authority to intervene, a
reasonable chance of success, and
if our actions were constrained to
specific goals.
Krygsman then expressed'
"deep reservations II about going to
war. He does not believe that war
would solve the underlying prob-
lems in Iraq nor in the rest of the\
Middle East. Krygsman briefly
explained the history of the region,
Iraq discussion
develops' ideas
including how Saddam came to
power after the Six Day War and
the effects of the Gulf War.
Warner focused on the
possible cost of such a war, and
'said that the US would have to pay
at least $140 billion· for a quick
war, and could pay up to $1.2 tril-
lion over a five year period fo.an
extended war. The cost of not
intervening is also an important
factor, as Dr. McCarthy pointed
out, but it is much harder to assess.
Henderson considered
possible motives for going to war
to see if the "right motive I! criteria
of Just War theory would be met.
Would we go to war seeking some
kind of revenge for September II,
or would we be trying to help the
oppressed people of Iraq and make
the world a safer place?
This fruitful discussion
ended with a general consensus
that we should be cautious, but dis-
agreements persisted about what
actions the u.S. should take.
Renae's
251 N. Main St. 208
Stylists
-Carmen Mulder -Alissa Roetman
-Paula Oostenink -Missy Driesen
-Gwen Van Roekel
-Renae Visscher, Owner
Hours: Mon.-Thur.: 9am-9pm
Fri-Sat: 9am-5pm
Call us at: 722-0008
Located near the northwest entrance of the Centre Mall.
The small town of Maurice, which is located about 10 miles
south of Sioux Center, is reknowned for its annual display
of Christmas lights. This Saturday, from 6:00-8:30 PM,
Santa will be in the streets passing out goodies and Free
Cider and coffee at the town community center for the
Maurice Tour of Lights.
Christmas around the world
Bethany Fopma
Staff Writer
Dordt students will have
an opportunity to break out their
ties and formal dresses on
Thursday, December 12 at the
annual Christmas Banquet. This
event will be held in the Campus
Center in the DeYager Student
Activities Area; the theme this
year is Christmas Around the
World.
heighten awareness of the diversi-
ty on Dordt's campus," said Isaac
Boerema, co-chair of SAC.
SAC worked in partner-
ship with the Spectrum Club to
sponsor this event. Different
tables will be set up around the
room that represents different
countries, namely Kenya, Ghana,
Germany and the Netherlands.
Students will have the opportunity
to stop by the tables and sample
appetizers that reflect the respec-
tive countries. Each table also
will have information about the
different Christmas traditions of
eachcou
en
and punch is served, students will
sit down to a meal catered by
Carrie Foods. The menu will
Fourteen-meal 'plan will be phased out
Rosie Grantham
StaffWriter
"Crash! Bang! Boom!" hun-
dreds of rifles went off on the Great
Plains, felling the great bison of the
prairies, until they were nearly
gone. There are no more bison left
in Northwest Iowa, but there is
something else that's slowly going
the way of the buffalo: the fourteen
meal plan.
Next year, Dordt will no longer
be offering the fourteen-meal plan
as an option to students who eat in
the dining hall. Instead, the college
will have all meal plan students on
a single meal plan, of 25 meals a
week. But the administration did
not come to this decision
overnight, rather it was a carefully
thought out process. Ken Boersma.
vice president of student services,
said that when making the deci-
sion, the college took the students
interests to heart.
"With The Grille opening, we
looked at the possibility of extend-
ing hours the students could use
their meal cards," said Boersma.
"We decided that the way to pay for
these additional hours of operation.
is to switch to a single meal plan. II
When considering the switch to
only one meal plan. the impact on
returning meal plan students was
considered as well. "We didn't want
to take away anything from return-
ing students," said Boersma. "So
we're phasing in the one meal plan
gradually, by requiring new fresh-
men to have the 25, and still leav-
ing the 14 meal plan as an option to
returning sophomores." The differ-
ence between the two plans is $80,
a large amount of money to a dirt-
poor college student, but small in
comparison to yearly tuition.
The phasing in of the 25 meal
plan will be complete when next
year, all meal plan students will be
have the same plan. By then, this
years sophomores will be in the
apartments and cooking for them-
selves. Boersma urges student to
look at the pluses of having the 25
meal plan for just $80 more than
the 14: "When you buy your meal
plan for the semester, it's kind of
like buying a season ticket to a
baseball game. The more often you
go. the better bargain the ticket is.
And that's the way the meal plan
should be looked at."
LEARN MARKETABLE
COMPUTER SKILLS AT
NO CHARGE TO YOUR-
SELF
And do your college an
unrepayable service at
the same time!
We are in~te
reed aE J.a¥:ut: e::litars far
next sarester and """
are will.irg to train ',01!
Email diamond@dordt.edu
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RosieVanGrantham
Staff Heath Guru
In colloberasion with Big Ideas Studio
East Hall Third floor
South has a problem: The floor is
caving in. The sagging floor how-
ever is not related to structural
integrity of the building, but rather
to the rapid weight gain of the
young ladies living there.
Since September l st, East
Hall Third South has experienced a
net weight gain of 264 pounds of
'unused muscle', that's about 11
pounds per person! When East Hall
was first built in 1956, the average
weight each resident was to be
somewhere around the 250lb
range, 112.5 kilos for Canadians. It
was thought that this was a gener-
ous overestimate; but not so any-
more. At the rate these waistbands
are expanding, Dordt is consider-
ing splitting the residence hall into
two dorms to account for the addi-
tional weight. Residents blame the
weight gain on the college's recent
switch to the 25-meal plan for its
students, saying splitting the dorms
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • December 12, 3048•••••••••••••
is the least Dordt can do.
Residents, although
increasing in proportion, are sur-
prisingly laid-back about the
wing's new reputation as the "Third
Floor Fatties. II Stephanie Schippers
claims that the extra 13.2 pounds
she has put on since September
have had a positive impact on her
life. "People look at me more, and I
get more attention." Her roommate
Miranda Kreulen, was also eager to
Dordt introduces tag-
team pudding fights
A. Snorkle
Freelance commentator
In the interest of facilitat-
ing well-rounded athletes, the
Dordt College Athletic Department
announced the introduction of a
new sport-lag-team pudding bas-
ketball. Head coach for the four-
person co-ed team, Gunner
Eetsalot says the object of the
game is simple. "Just put the ball
in the other team's goal. That's all
you have to do," he says.
Teams are made up of two
men and two women and a goalie
of either sex. The teams compete
against one another in a vat of pud-
ding. One ball, slightly larger than
a softball in size, is hidden at the
bottom of the vat. The two teams
must find the ball to begin the
game', and then try to score by put-
ling it in a goal guarded by the fifth
member of the opposing team.
Dordt senior captain
Scottie Pippit calls the sport a mix-
lUre of mud wrestling, rugby, water
polo, and basketball. "It's pretty
wild sometimes, especially since
there are no fouls or anything like
that. It's a no-holds-barred sport,"
he says.
The Defenders have
signed a cooperative agreement
with Carrie Foods for the pudding
on the condition that no one eats
the pudding. Eetsalot says that the
no eating rule has been causing
some problems on the team.
"We've had a couple players that
decided to have a little desert one
night," he says. "1 told them it
wasn't a good idea, but they
wouldn't listen. Unfortunately,
they came down with some myste-
rious illness the next day and cost
us a game. You never can tell what
goes into pudding like that, I
guess."
Carrie Foods denied any
part in the players' illness, but team
members are taking the "don't eat
rule" a little more seriously now.
"We'd all like to live a few more
days at least." says Pippit. "We're
doing all we can to realize that
goal, and that includes a no-pud-
ding diet."
Before and After affecting everyone!" Sophomore
softie Karissa Stel had this to say
behind her friend's back. "Rosie's
really fat. I used to like her, but
now I can't stand to be around her.
She makes the floor tilt. Freshman
15 was last year. I wish she would
just stop living in the past--college
is about growing up, not growing
out!"
In response to the growing
epidemic of corpulent Christians
on campus, Rosie Grantham and
Karissa Stel have started a grass-
roots support group to combat the
rising proportions of students. The
group has adopted the slogan "Just
Say NO to OBESITY," and is
focused on helping students devel-
op a healthy self-image, while at
the same time trying to decrease
the stress on the dorm's already
overtaxed floors. Perhaps the
groups focus is best summed up by
second-year member Lydia Vander
Staazen: "Big is Beautiful, I'm
proud of who I am, but it does
make me nervous when the floor
creaks beneath my feet."
Left: "Christine"
Wyenburg from 3rd
Floor East. A slim
110 pounds before
being affected by
the Freshman 45
weight gain.
Right: Later on in
the school year....
eating habits are tak-
ing their toll on the
freshman.
share the influence being a 'bigger
woman' has had on her. "I think it's
made me more successful in life,"
said Kreulen, as she popped anoth-
er donut into her mouth.
Although many residents
take pride in their newfound fuller
figures, some are expressing disbe-
lief and concern at the rapid weight
gain. "I knew there was a freshmen
15, but I didn't know there was a
freshman 45!" said Ann Renee
Andree, freshman. One prodigious-
ly portly individual said "I used to
hug my friends all the time, but it's
getting so hard to reach around
them, I feel it's not worth the
effort." The weight gain problem is
not confined to only third floor
though: it is a problem that is epi-
demic throughout the dorms. Said
Ann Renee, lilt's like a virus, it's
•
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Bathroom Reading: Scandalous use of parking ticket money
Mary Jane
Chief Stall Drug Supplier
(caffeine only)
The Dordt Dynamics
dance team forfeited a berth to the
National Association of Dance
Teams' (NADT) 77th annual
dance competition in Orlando
Florida, which will be held
January 6-10.
The forfeit came Monday
after an investigation of a rumor
that the dance team members were
using steroids to bulk up for the
national competition. The two-
week investigation concluded that
five members of the dance were
using steroids. These five mem-
bers will be suspended from com-
peting in any dance competition
for two years, while the Dordt
Dynamics dance team will not be
allowed to compete in the national
competition this year. •
The president for the
National Association of Dance
Teams forced the Dordt Dynamics
dance team to forfeit the personal
invitation from the National
Association's Selection
Committee that they received after
a stellar performance at the
Regional Mid-West Dance
Competition that was held this
1.B.Ftmy
With Dordt College collecting money for over 50 parking tickets per day, students are
wondering where in the world all that money is.going. It just takes some simple math to fig-
ure out that if all students who have been issued a parking ticket paid the full ten dollars,
Dordt would be making $500 per day! But assume that some students make a point to pay
their tickets on time and only have to pay five dollars, so estimate Dordt makes $350 per day.
With seven days in a week times $350. times 30 weeks in a school year, Dordt is making
approximately $73,500 per academic year.
The president of Dordt College, Dr. Carl Zylstra has been allegedly raking in the bene-
fits personally. On the third floor of the new campus center is an office that is all but closed
off to the public. An undercover reporter posing as a coffee boy found out what really lies
behind closed doors. He was not surprised at the lavish furnishings. lush carpet, and
mahogany woodwork. But off to the left was another closed door. A top secret investiga-
tion proved a hunch of frivolous spending. Inside the door was the president's own private
bathroom. A plaque hung on the right hand corner of the 12' by 6' 24-karat gold framed mir-
ror that read: Furnishings donated by Dordt students via parking tickets due to absolutely
ridiculous parking regulations.
The carpet in the bathroom was plush red. Fourteen 24-karat gold chandeliers hung
from the ceiling, including 75 pounds of lead crystal. In a seperate room stood two pure gold
toilets and a bidet. Further into the bathroom was the president's own personal shower with
30 different massage heads on it, and all the fixtures were also made out of gold. The toilet
paper was a roll of dollar bills. Many other anernities are in this bathroom, but you will
have to check them out for yourself. So the next time you think of parking in a zone that is
not your color, think about where your money will be going, and whether you really want to
support the lavishness of the president's very own private bathroom.
past summer.
"These findings are an
outrage," said the president for the
National Association of Dance
Teams. "I would never have sus-
pected the Dordt Dynamics Dance
Team to take part in steroids."
Plans are in action on the
Dordt College campus to prevent
any actions like this from happen-
ing in the future said a Dordt
College spokesperson. "The team
members that used steroids will be
signing a personal apology to the
National Association of Dance
Teams as well as to the adminis-
tration of the college and to the
community of Sioux Center."
Looking Back at 1957
Fudge McGregolon
Staff Paperweight
The Dordt Diamond has come a
long way since its first publication
in 1957. The fine publication you
now hold in your hands. despite the
obvious quality and fine reporting
that it contains today. came from
dubious origins. For example, the
first issue of the Diamond con-
tained a scathing report about the
two of the hottest couples on cam-
pus. The following is an excerpt
from the article. "This year like
every other year has brought along
its romances. Mr. W.V.W has been
Miss M.K.'s very dependable trans-
portation since the beginning of the
school year. Mr. J.O. has been the
center of attraction at the girl's
"dorm" every time he escorts Miss
M.T. to the door. "
With news like thatit is a won-
der they had room to print the
speech topics from Professor De
Boer's speech class, but they did.
But how could they not when the
speeches covered. such controver-
sial issues as "How to Take Care of
Seven Children," and "Trapping a
Gopher."
But the really hard-hitting news
of the issue was that. on arriving at
school ; a young woman had a
stomachache. As the article so elo-
quently said. " There has been very
little excitement these past four
weeks except for the first day when
upon entering school, one student
received a severe 'bellyache.' E.M.
is again with us after making a full
recovery from an appendectomy.
While we tease the founders of
this paper, we are also grateful for
the ground they broke on our
behalf. We congratulate Mr.
W.V.W and Miss M.K. on their
happiness (hopefully they heard
the speech on raising seven chil-
dren) and we are glad that Miss.
E.M. made a full recovery.
Serial killer sophomore~
strike again ... and agaIn.
Fearful Freshman
Staff Runaway
It's a murder mystery.
After Thanksgiving, freshmen
steadily began ceasing to come to
class. Professors blame it on the
end-of-semester lack of motiva-
tion. But they are wrong.
Freshmen are being killed-anni-
hilated ... one by one.
As of late, the campus is
continually complaining about
putrid smells. Since sensational
smells are not new to Iowa, it is
being dismissed. However, neither
pigs nor ethanol account fur
sickening smell seeping out from
underneath random freshmen
doors. And the smell is not stock-
piled dirty laundry.
Karissa Stel , a sopho-
more, snickered, "I smell dead peo-
ple." Behind closed doors, the
sophomores are rubbing their
hands with gloriously evil glee and
laughing maliciously. They know
the truth.
Sophomores, deliriously
mad about the mixed housing poli-
cy' are looking for revenge. Their
retaliation: elimination.
Unbeknownst to Student Services,
freshmen live in daily fear-won-
dering if they will be the next vic-
tim. Ken Boersma must act on the
issue immediately. If not, explana-
tions will need to be made at
Christmas as parents wait for their
son or daughter in vain.
An anonymous freshman
recounts his near-death experience:
"I never lock my door. It's Dordt
College-a safe andfriendly com-
munity. I was wrong. One night,
while diligently doing my home-
work, 6 sophomores in ski masks
and touques stormed in.
Apparently, Professor Mahaffy had
finally found rattler snakes and
revealed their whereabouts to the
sophomores. Taking advantage of
the knowledge, the sophomores
raided the rattlers and are using
them as dangerous weapons of
mass destruction. I would have
died, except that The Simpsons
began, and the sophomores became
sidetracked. I have been trauma-
tized for life."
The total death toll is not
yet known. Take heed. freshmen:
Be afraid. Be very afraid.
discern.
INSTITUTE FOR CHRISTIAN STUDIES
Christian Graduate Education
www.lcscanacla.edu
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Engineering students plot route to world supremacy. Fail narrowly.
"Pin" K eyand the Brain
World Domination Corp.
Last week Dordt
College saw unprecedented
action and excitement as
members of the Central
Intelligence Agency jumped
from unmarked vans and
swarmed Dordt's Southview,
North and Covenant Halls,
looking for key members of
"El Calavera," the now-infa-
mous elitist cult believed by
authorities to be responsible
for the kidnapping of "Big 'N
Furry" (a.k.a. the only known
live Indonesian yeti, Homo
Indonesticus), and the
Calcutta incident.
"There were, like, all
these guys in like black
snowmobile suits and motor-
cycle helmets running around
with battering rams and shot-
guns," said Junior Felmer
Udd, who hails from
Clu 0 cl=KbA~lte.r 1JIIot. ~
gas canisters into the halls to
try to clear the building."
Federal information
leaks reveal agents had.rea-
son to believe Dordt
Engineering students played
a key role in the administra-
tion of El Calavera World
Supremacy Order. SSgt. Co.
Jeremy Hasmowth.
Talkshallot debriefed
Zircon reporters in a closed-
door news conference yester-
~lllIIIIIII"·' . _.--'"
From left to right: Dr. Zed (aka Chris Wyenburg), Elizabeth Van Haaften, Alex Haas, David Hjelle and
Don Stenburg work in a dark and dingy corner of the science building, creating a highly dangerous and
destructive plan to take over the world using duct tape and a bit of brains.
day.
"We teach our elite
forces to identify terrorists by
the three vital signs:
Possession of queer gadget-
Iilre devices, carrying of sus-
picious-looking bulky ruck-
sacks and frequent periods of
isolation," said Talkshallot,
noting that these characteris-
tics held true for Islamic ter-
rorists after 9/11.
"For Pete's sake, I do
homework in my room!"
explained an exasperated
sophomore, Samuel Van
Kloisterdyk, in a press con-
ference held earlier this
week. "Can you blame a guy'
for that?"
VanKloisterdyk, who
plans to plead innocent,
accused Federal agents of
participating in so-called
"Geek profiling." Van
Kloisterdyk said, "For crying
out loud, I'm not even an
engineer! Just a Computer
Science Major!"
Pleading Guilty are
four senior engineering stu-
dents: Hassem, Marts, Grae,
andMatter, all of whomwere
not allowed to participate in
the press conference do to
security concerns. Passerby
report phrases such as "Death
to the intellectual proletari-
at!", "What genius dies with-
in me!" and "Heaven help he
who presupposes the
Poincare' conjecture!" being
shouted as the four shackled
twenty-somethings were
forced into a federal deten-
tion area vehicle.
Officials, who are
blaming El Calavera for the
SanDiego Zoo kidnapping of
the Well-loved "Big 'N
Furry," the only living
Indonesian yeti, say the
organizations' directive was
to establish a cash flow with
the ransom money. "The
money was to be invested in
Mountain Dew (r) which
would, in turn, fuel an all-
nighter in which the tech-
savvy Engineers would easi-
ly be able to take over the
world," TaIkshaIlot told The
Zircon.
Officials discovered
documents outlining El
Calavera's plans to uplink to
a satellite transmitter. Once
the transmitter was gained,
the terrorists could broadcast
a strong enough signal to
maintain active control over
all persons with an implanted
pacemaker. Given the fact
that the massive "Baby
Boomers" generation is
becoming increasingly
reliant on pacemakers (not
the least of whom is Vice
President Cheney!), they
would probably gain control
of America, and in all likeli-
hood-- the world.
El Calavera's plans
were foiled when Big n'
Fu!.!)'2Pparentl broke Jose
and was spotted in Calcutta
as he chased a bevey of
schoolgirls on their way
home from school. Once
regained, Big n' Furry was
able to communicate to his
handler, via international
sign language, the dastardly
intent of El CaIavera and its
leaders.
Trial proceedings
should get underway some-
time in August, said
TalkshaIlot.
..
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Dordt buildings should
be respected
Dear Editor,
--Matt Deppe
Student Forum President
by
Mactoplac
Rh yes. Another installment from that mysterious friend of ours,
"Mactoplac. II Seems he's feeling a little opinionated today. Wonder if he
smokes. Maybe not. Who cares, as long as the cartoons keep coming.
~ CI ~;":,, c l.....
-t>.-..1",,( f.rr;M~",
:n.. "fh:,) 1:11 h....
..... 'ffolc.,. oJ t. .h",
-rite c.i1;e.
Response: Kloosterman's analysis
of gender roles simplistic
l:lear Editor,
In "Biblical gender roles are
not identicaJ," Steve does
Ill' t that as a culture
out all gender
ould be just as
sitiQn of gen-
not
mean that ve's claims
were rig/lt; as a woman, and a stu-
dent of histQry and philosophy, I
contend that be raiaed a very com-
plex isllw\' but, instead of 1lII$Wet-
mg tho issue creatively and
ll1llteIy provided
was easy,
mention or feel obligated to expli-
cate:Of expJairi;fof example,
Lydia, who ran the family business
or Deborab, who led the Israelite
• '1amues;
J am not arguing that
there are no differences .between
the and, at
sycho ogically. But I
know where We got
the that men must be bread-
wmttei's,WQtrleIkffiustbe horne-
makers, and that aU men and
women WANT to or are CALLED
to live as such. GeOOer roles are
s that little boys and
VIC to learn
that
npon
'10$0-
of
whicb God
Smokers: Quit for us and
for Dordt, if not yourselves.
Dear Editor,
Smoking appears to becoming
more and more popular on the
Dordt College campus. While I
believe smoking is a horrible
addiction and do not agree with
smoking on principle, that is a
whole other issue. The issue I
want to take up with the students
who do smoke is the image they
are making for themselves and
Dordt College.
Primarily, it is extremely
discouraging to see the lack of
respect some smoking students
have for our campus. I am refer-
ring to the cigarette butts littered
across campus. Dordt has done
an adequate job in providing ash-
trays and receptacles for cigarette
butts; it would be nice to see all
smokers take responsibility for
their actions and-disposed of their
cigarette butts properly .. Those
who choose to litter give a bad
name to all.
Second, it is only com-
mon courtesy (not to mention our
Christian duty) to follow the rules
set out for smoking on the Dordt
College campus. The number
one rule I see being broken all
over campus is stated in the
Defender as, "Smoking is not per-
mitted ...within fifteen feet of the
windows or doorways of any
buildings" (57). This is mostly a
fire safety concern, but it also
deals with common courtesy.
When you choose to smoke
directly in front of the entrance to
a building, you also force every-
one who needs to enter that build-
ing to smoke as well-indirectly.
Lastly, smokers on cam-
pus should question themselves:
"When I smoke, what message
am I sending others about myself?
About Dordt College?" Many
campus visitors Ihave talked to
report that smoking was their first
impression of Dordt College.
There is no question that
nicotine is addictive, and many
smokers may want to quit more
than anything in the world, but
have just not been able to. Yet. If
you are a smoker and you realize
the damage you are doing to your
health and the poor image of
Christ you are presenting, please
seek help. The decision you
make to quit smoking will be a
decision you will never regret.
Please, quit while you still can.
--Eric Pilon
Freshman
grace, love, and wisdom of the
Scriptures and live life.
--Carolyn Van Til
Steve responds:
I agree thnt Chrlstia
individual's choice of vocation .
by no means answered simply i
terms of gender; we ought no
pigeon-hole people merely base
on their gender.
Individual exceptions t
generalized teachings 0
Scripture are normal. Thus, w
have Rahab lying to guards
Jesus breaking up the bootbs 0
the moneychangers, and eve
Pkmisees pulling animals out 0
ditches on the Sabhnth-
although in normal circum
stances, we aren't called to lie
destroy other people's property
or work on the Lord's day. The
are extemtatlng drtnmstances.
Also,asthis
fails to recognize, the main pain
of "Biblical gender roles a
equal."" was not to spell out
spedfic code for each gender a
much as it was to argue tho
n
mIes OUIIIQed" would be anoth
tlditoriaI.
~ Kloostennan
cleaning lady, doing extra work
because someone decided they
This week I was talking wanted to do some damage (like
with a gentleman from the commu- wiping dirt and grease all the way
nity and reflecting on all of the down the hallway walls). If the line
vandalism that has occurred on for silence comes at somebody get-
campus this yeat: from the burning ting physically hurt, Iknow at least
dumpsters, to the false fire alarms, three cleaning ladies who would be
to the discharged fire extinguishers willing to tell you about what this
in East Hall lobby. His immediate vandalism has done to them: from
reaction threw me off: He said that how it might make them feel about
something like that would never coming to work, to hours of extra
happen in his neighborhood. They labor and stress. These buildings
wouldn't let it happen. People become their home away from
would be on the watch and do home, and they dedicate their
everything they could to get these workdays to keeping them nice for
people to stop. They just care that "us. And yet some students insist on
much about their homes and fami- making their work even harder in
lies. the name of 'justice' or 'fun'.
At what point are we For some reason being on
going to see these buildings as our a college campus as part of a col-
homes and begin to respect them? lege community has seemed to
At what point are we going to hold brew and even protect behavior
people responsible for the damage that would get people thrown into
that they are doing to our buildings jail if they had rented any other
and community, instead of whining apartment or house in any other
about tattletales and a code of community.
silence. I have always felt sup-
r cannot begm 0 gue~ss~·pi':o~rted.an encouragetl b)i this
the intentions of those that have community as a whole. I just feel
done these things, but I have heard as though we have more to learn
things like: "Well, Dordt charges about having integrity and a mature
us so much for tuition anyway-- sense of responsibility and respect.
they can afford it" or "well 'so-and And I think we, as the students,
so' got dismissed because Dordt is need to step up to this issue.
stupid." But as far as I know such
acts of vandalism have never
addressed such concerns. All I
ever see is a frustrated and hurt
Response to
Helms'Letter
Dear Editor,
Iwould like to respond to Kelly
Helms' letter to the editor about
the new bowling alley.
First of all, in her article she is
complaining about something that
Dordt does not have to provide for
the students. Secondly, Dordt was
trying to save some money on the
building by re-using the old equip-
ment.
The biggest problem that Ihave
is that she quotes the Bible in a
manner that benefits her argument.
She uses verses from Matthew and
Luke discussing "Putting new
wine into old wine vats for the new
wine will cause the old wine skins
to burst, rendering the new wine
and the wine skins useless."
(Matthew 9:17 and Luke 5:37.)
We, as Christians, should
know, of all people, how to use
scriptural references. The Bible
was written as a guide for our life
and to tell the story of Jesus Christ
and how by God's Grace we are
saved. We here, then, at Dordt
should know that we cannot
manipulate the Bible to say what-
ever we want it to mean. Anyone
can quote scripture passages to
better suit their argument.We need
to be more careful with how we
use Scripture and be more respect-
ful of the Bible says and what it
has to teach us.
--Brian Kuyper
.A... DORDT COLLEGE LIBRARY
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Laura's Story
. Jason Mnlder
A&EEditor
In 2001 there were nearly
250,000 reported cases of rape,
attempted rape, or sexual assault.
However, less than one in three
rapes are reported to law enforce-
ment. Statistics like these just don 't
bother us until they hit close. But
what if one of these statistics is
you? Or maybe it's your sister,
cousin, parent, or friend. It hap-
pened to Laura (name changed to
protect identity). She was attacked
and brutally raped by two
strangers while walking with a
friend.
They were talking and
laughing, only a few blocks from
the restaurant where they had just
eaten, when suddenly her friend
was unconscious on the ground
and Laura was being dragged into
the darkness. A hospital treated
her physical wounds, but her emo-
tional wounds continue to haunt
her. When telling the story, she can
still recall almost every detail -
"He looked at me and whispered,
'Don't cry.' Then he gently touched
~ JKUr -with disgustingly insincere
affection and I hated him."
. In thefollowing interview,
I discuss with her the effects of her
ordeal and how she has dealt with
it.
Do many people know about what
happened?
No one in my family knows.
I've told a few of my closest
friends and a couple of people in
particular circumstances
where it was nec-
essary for them
to know. For
quite awhile,
only the few.
people
involved
knew what
happened.
Why not? And do
you plan to tell them?
I didn't tell them because if they.
didn't know they couldn't ask me
questions, they couldn't bother me
about it, they couldn't bring it up
later or tell other people. I could
stay in denial and not have to con-
front it all the time. It's just easier
to package it up and keep it in the
back of my head than to have it
always being brought forward and
having to relive it every time some-
one asks about it. It's so much eas-
ier to just think of it as having
never happened. I don't plan to tell
people in the future unless it's a cir-
cumstance where it's necessary for
them to know or I feel that because
of the kind of relationship I have
with them they should know. I
don't want people to -treat me dif-
ferently or feel sorry.
How did you hide it and how have
you kept it hidden for so long?
After the incident, we just told
everyone that our injuries were the
result of getting caught in the mid-
dle of a fight. Now, there's really
no physical evidence so people
don't ask, "What's that scar from?"
or something like that. You can't
see it so people aren't encouraged
to ask me about it. So I choose not
to let people know. It's not fun
because a lot of times you feel like
you're deceiving people but I just
feel like it's better this way.
How does it still affect you today
asfar as TV, movies, hearing jokes
about rape, etc?
. Hearing jokes and offhanded
comments just make me think these
people just don't understand it. I
didn't before either; I never took it
that seriously. I had been known to
joke about it too. But then it puts
other situations in my mind too,
like when I joke about things that
could be a serious issue for some-
one else. I shouldn't be taking
those lightly either. As far as
media goes, you hear about rape
frequently enough and of course it
triggers things in my head and
brings back memories or flash-
backs, and I have been blessed to
not have seen a movie with a scene
like that in it since the incident.
How does it affect your current
relationships, especially dating
relationships, in relation to inti-
macy or physical aspects of a rela-
tionship?
That's the great-
est challenge of a
dating relation-
ship for me. It's
like there's a
dimension to my thought
process that other people
don't understand and can't
see. They don't see my
reaction to things because I
can hide them very well.
Things can trigger reactions
in your mind, bringing flash-
backs, and it can be a few verbs or
a touch. Like when he touched my
hair, he was trying to be affec-
tionate or something, and I
just wanted to spit in his
face. That's something
that really reminds me
of it every time - touch-
ing my hair. Just little
things like that can bring
it all back, causing me to
freak out and tense up, just go
on the defensive. I feel like
I need to just cut that
person off.
Sometimes I can
just recover very quickly
and go on, and the person will
n eve r
even know that I
had that reaction going on in my
head. But other times it doesn't
work that way.
So how does this affect you as far
as being careful? Are you afraid
to be alone at night? Are you
more cautious around guys?
In some ways, yes. I'm a lot
more careful about going out alone
at night andthings like that. People
don't consider those kinds of things
when they go out by themselves.
As far as my reaction to other guys
is concerned, sometimes I do this
thing where I'll watch the way that
a guy is acting toward another girl
or just watch their attitude or some-
thing like that and something will
cause me to think, "He's the kind
of guy that would
rape a girl and I
hate him." I
don't even
know him but 1
just observe it
about him. As'
far as friend-
ships go, it hasn't
really affected that. I
have got a lot of guy
friends. It's kind of
like having a bunch
of brothers; it's
nice that way. I
don't feel threatened by them,
it's more like they're protecting
me.
Do you feel that this could be a
wayfor you to connect with other
girls someday, whether it be in a
counseling situation or even just
reaching out to people who may
have been in similar situations?
I don't want to go around to
high schools or anything and tell
anyone my story. I don't want to
make it into something I'm known
by or something like that. If!hear
of someone who had it happen and
I think that it might be helpful to
them just to know that there is
someone who understands and
who can connect with them about
it, I might approach them secretly
just for their sake. Outside of that,
Idon't really think so. I've thought
about a career in social work and
this. sort of thing might help
me be able to relate to people that
were in similar situations. I don't
want it to be any more than that.
Is it fair to say that this is now
behind you? Would you say God
has helped you put it in the past?
It's less behind me and more
buried inside in such a way that I can
think: of it as something that never
happened, just a bad dream. Unless,
of course, things happen that remind
me of it--people talking about the
subject, joking, hearing stories of
other similar situations. At the time,
anger and confusion filled my mind a
lot. I didn't see how this could pos-
sibly fit in with what appeared to be
the path of life that God was laying
out for me. What was I supposed to
gain or learn? Now can see that the
whole ordeal has "weathered"
me ...made me less sensitive in some
ways, less vulnerable emotionally.
I placed my trust only in God, so
He became the rock I could cling to.
He shook my perceptions of what sort
of things happen to what sort of pe0-
ple. Perhaps I had pride in the
lifestyle Ihad led -living without "spot
or blemish", and this ugly thing mars
me. My false foundations in my puri-
ty were taken, and God was all I had.
Through this He showed me that in
this ugliness Iam spotless in His sight
(even though I. consciously know it
wasn't my fault directly, feelings of
guilt do well up inside sometimes). I
feel the scars of it; sometimes it seems
like they are visible and people ought
to be able to see what happened. But
Goo, who is more than just aware of
what happened, says, "trust me.'I
know the plans I have for you ...plans
to prosper you and not to harm
you ... '"
Are you a
uictim?
Help is auailable.
GET IT.
Contact Bob
Wiiersema or LaNee
Perkins at Student
Services for more
information.
